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pleased that you will be able to participate in 
our Spring mposium. Perhaps a quotation from a statement drawn up by 
our planning committee mi - help to indicate what our aims for the 


symposium 


The faculty and students of Diablo Valley College recogniz 

Y & g 
that a social crisis exists in the modern world. Dr. Carl Rogers o 
the University of Wisconsin defines the problem very well. 


"There is a great deal of concern today with the 
problem of values. Youth in almost every country is deeply 
uncertain of its value orientation; the values associated 
with various religions have lost much of their influence. 
Sophisticated individuals in every culture seem unsure and 
troubled as to the goals they hold in esteem. It is no 
longer possible as it was in the not too distant historical 
past to settle comfortably into the value system of one's 
forebears or one's community and live out one's life 
without ever examining the nature and the assumptions of 
that system. ' 


It is with the purpose, then, of investigating our own value 
systems and those of our culture that we are presenting a symposium with 
the general theme, 'Human Values in a Changing World." 


The symposium will be presented in three phases. 


Phase One will consist of addresses on February 15, 16, and 
17 by the following people: 


Dr. Robert Thornton, Chairman, Department of Natural 
Sciences, San Francisco State 


Dr. Seymour Lipset, Professor of Sociology, Director of 
the Institute of International Studies, U.C., Berkeley 


Dr. Alan Watts, philosopher, lecturer, writer 


Mr. Henry Anderson 


Phase Two will consist of a series of addresses, discussions, and 
panels during a period of six weeks. Our plans include addresses by Dr. Joel 
Hildebrand, Emeritus Professor of Chemistry at U.C., Berkeley, and Nobel 
Laureate, and a panel of clergymen discussing the subject, ''The Crisis in Morals. 
A number of other individuals representing a variety of viewpoints are also 
being asked to participate in this phase. 


d will in- 
volve students and faculty in discussion of the issues raised during the first 
two phases. No outside speakers are planned for this period. 


Phase Three will be held during the third week of April an 


We should like to have you meet with us as one of the program 
participants of Phase Two and to present your view of the problem of human values 
in our world. In order to involve not only the Diablo Valley College students 
and faculty, but also many other members of our community, we intend to publicize 
the programs widely and to open all meetings to the public. 


Our plans for this symposium are ambitious. We believe, however, 
that the great human problems confronting us demand serious consideration. We 
hope to make the Spring Symposium an annual part of our school and community 
life, providing a stimulus for thinking and action on questions concerning the 
human predicament. It is because we believe that you share our concerns that we 
are asking you to appear as one of our speakers. 


Would 11:00 A.M. on Thursday, March 11, be a convenient time for 
your meeting with us? We shall assume that it is, unless we hear from you to the 
contrary. It is difficult to predict the attendance; I would guess that it will 
be in the neighborhood of at least eighty, hopefully more than that. 


One aspect of the problem of human values that interests me in 
particular is the question of whether or not it is possible to espouse certain 
values without expressing one's convictions in concrete action. I recall, for 
example, being involved in some discussions of Michael Harrington's book, ''The 
Other America'', in which the other participants refused to "dirty their hands" 
with the problem of poverty. They were willing to talk about it, analyze it, 
collect statistics on it, but they were unwilling to take any direct action to 
relieve it. They even refused to consider the proposal of holding a discussion 
with any member of the "other America’', a migrant laborer, for instance. 


This, however, is simply a personal concern of my own, and you are at 
liberty to address yourself to any aspect of the question of human values which 
interests you and which you think would interest us. 


We look forward to meeting you in March. In the meantime, please 
write to me if you have any question concerning your participation in the 
symposium.Sometime before March you should receive instructions for finding the 
college and your meeting place. 


Very sincerely, 


wy /- “ 
Eg +700 4 


(Miss) Virgihia M. Johnson 


P.S. Thank you for the picture and the biographical information. 


VMJ :mk 


